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VERMONT’S FOOD SYSTEM ECONOMY: HIGHLIGHTS



WHAT IS FARM TO PLATE?
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Farm to Plate is Vermont’s legislatively enable food system plan 
being implemented statewide to:

1. Increase economic development and jobs in the farm and food sector

2. Improve soils, water, and resiliency of the working landscape in the face of 
climate change

3. Improve access to healthy local foods for all Vermonters



WHAT DO WE MEAN BY FOOD SYSTEM?

4



HOW MANY PEOPLE DOES THE FOOD SYSTEM EMPLOY?
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WHAT IS THE ECONOMIC IMPACT IN $?
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Annual 
growth rate 
of 4.3% 
since 2007



AND THERE’S A MULTIPLIER EFFECT!
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AND THERE’S A MULTIPLIER EFFECT!
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“From the size of the Type I 
multipliers, we conclude that 
food system production in 
Vermont is more closely 
integrated relative to the other 
states when not considering 
labor consumption effects (i.e., 
not including induced effects that  
primarily stimulate food retailing). 
The interindustry non-retail 
production linkages are 
somewhat stronger here.”  NEFNE 
Volume 3: Economic Impact of 
New England’s Food System



ECONOMICS:
VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS SOLD, 1997-2022 (IN $1,000)
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ECONOMICS:
VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT SALES BY COMMODITY/COMMODITY GROUP, 2022 (IN $1,000)
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• Milk sales increased by $94.3 million (18.5%)
• Maple syrup sales increased by $54 million (93.2%)
• Vegetable sales increased by $16.7 million (70%)
• Poultry and eggs sales increased by $10.3 million (87.5%)



ECONOMICS:
VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS SOLD DIRECTLY TO CONSUMERS, 2007-2022 (IN $1,000)
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ECONOMICS:
VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS SOLD DIRECTLY TO RETAIL MARKETS, INSTITUTIONS, AND FOOD HUBS, 2017-2022 (IN $1,000)
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An 
increase 
of 
86%/$46.6 
million



ECONOMICS:
VALUE OF DIRECT SALES COMBINED, 2017-2022 (IN $1,000)
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ECONOMICS:
VALUE OF LOCAL FOOD SALES IN VERMONT (RAW AND PROCESSED)
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Local food 
makes up 
16.1% of all 
food purchases 
within Vermont
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And so much more 
opportunity! 

• 49.4 million people, 
and 17,818 grocery 
stores, within a 330 
mile radius of 
Montpelier. 

• New England States 
embracing goal of 
having 30% of food 
consumed in the 
region produced in the 
region



THANKS!
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